Here, on the other hand, we stand face to face not only with much excellent work done, and with the knowledge and experience it has furnished, but we have an opportunity of discussing or hearing discussed, in presence of and with the author?the workman?himself, the ideas and the statements, and the facts he has promulgated, and judging for ourselves of their exactness or stability as scientific truths.
And there is something more than this; apart from the benefits and information thus disseminated exclusively among the members of such a Society, apart from the credit and reputation which may in many cases deservedly attach to the communications read, the opinions and conclusions and recommendations of a representative body of this kind, when it is considered expedient that they should be issued and made public, ought to be, and are, as we have seen, of a weight to command attention, not only in all matters of professional, but in many of general importance. For it is as much, and even more, the business of the Society to raise the standard of knowledge among the many than to advance the reputation of the few. 
